
NMTBC LOCAL BODY ELECTION CANDIDATES QUESTIONAIRE 

Which council are you 
standing for?

What role do you believe mountain biking and cycling 
infrastructure play in our region's economic development, 
tourism appeal and community identity?

Are you committed to maintaining or increasing council 
investment in mountain biking trails and facilities? Will 
you support continued funding or advocate for increases 
to establish our region as a world-class mountain biking 
destination? Please explain.

What specific actions would you take to support and enhance mountain 
biking opportunities in our region?

NELSON CITY COUNCIL

Nick Smith Nelson City Council

Mountain biking is a key part of the city's identity and brand. It's 
part of being recognized as an active city in a region with wonderful 
parks and trails. We need to maximize the opportunities for both 
short and multi-day trips, and for mountain bike experiences for 
beginners and experienced bikers.

I am committed to continuing to improve our mountain bike 
infrastructure and facilities in the region. I also think we have the 
opportunity to grow the events we host in the region that support the 
growth of both recreational and competitive mountain biking. We 
always need to be mindful of spending ratepayers money wisely and 
carefully and with a view of getting a good return on investment and 
maximizing the funds we secure from Government.

The immediate priority is restoring those tracks damaged in the recent storms, 
particularly the Great Taste Trail. We need to do a good job of hosting the 
Secondary School Mountain Bike Championships in September/October and find 
other such events that build the brand of mountain biking in the region. We also 
need to progress the building of the new trail on Jenkins Hill. 

Aaron Stallard Nelson City Council

Mountain biking and cycling infrastructure play an important role in 
economic development, tourism appeal and community identity. 
Cycling of all types provides for physical and mental health and 
enjoyment of life, with a low environmental impact.

I am proud of Council's work this term to secure access to 
recreational land and I commit to maintaining Council's investment in 
mountain biking trails and facilities.

I would work with NMTBC to implement their Strategic Plan 2022-2030 with a 
focus on trail development, events, and strengthened stakeholder relationships, 
collaboration, and advocacy.

Anne Michele Dickinson Nelson City Council
A big role. I wish to promote active transport which includes more 
street cycle ways. Maire Stream public lands in the heart of 
Tahunanui hills I recommend for a mountain biking haven.

I do support maintaining investment in mountain biking trails and 
facilities. I believe this will promote wellbeing for the local people 
and influx of tourists.

Check out the public lands that are suitable for more trails, like along the hill face 
above Victory and the hospital areas.

Guy Coulson Nelson City Council

People do come to our region for the riding - from the gentle trails 
like the taste trail to some of the mad downhills at Silvan. We can 
build on the existing base to make biking a substantial part of our 
tourism industry. To do so requires not just the trails but all the 
ancillary facilities that go with them - base facilities (cafe, changing 
and showers etc), sustainable transport links, cycle friendly 
accommodation and marketing campaigns. It is all part of the 
outdoors appeal of the region - people may come here for the 
national parks and the big walks but they'll want something to do on 
their days off.

I ride. I commute by bike, I go on holiday on a bike and amongst my 
collection is an original 1992 Kona Lava Dome that I rode over the 
Andes a long time ago. I am committed to all forms of cycling and 
will do my utmost to maximise opportunities and facilities for biking

The key role of council is to market the region as a destination, to attract visitors. 
Cycling of all varieties is part of that attraction. The council can then promote the 
various activities available to visitors, again including cycling
Council can also offer financial support to develop and maintain trails and 
supporting facilities. If we are to be genuinely world-class we need to invest not 
just in trails but in all the things that support people coming to use them, including 
sustainable transport links, cycle friendly accommodation etc.

Valmai Palatchie Nelson City Council

Mountain biking and cycling are not just recreation they’re powerful 
drivers of our region’s economy, lifestyle, and reputation. Nelson–
Tasman is already recognised nationally and internationally for its 
trails, which attract visitors, events, and investment. This creates 
flow-on benefits for local businesses, hospitality, and 
accommodation providers. At the same time, cycling connects 
directly to our community identity,  healthy, active, outdoors-
focused, and proud of our unique environment. 
Good infrastructure supports both locals and visitors, and it 
strengthens the sense of belonging that makes Nelson such a great 
place to live.

Absolutely, I’m a keen mountain biker along with my family. My father 
was the NZ sprint champ for NZ cycling and represented New 
Zealand for many years. 

I am committed to maintaining strong support for mountain biking 
and cycling facilities. They are proven investments in community 
wellbeing, youth development, and tourism growth. At the same time. 
I would seek smart, collaborative funding models combining council 
commitment with regional partnerships, central government support, 
and opportunities for private or community investment. This 
balanced approach ensures we protect what we already have, while 
carefully expanding to keep Nelson on the world stage as a mountain 
biking destination.

•Protect and maintain existing trails so they remain safe, accessible, and 
sustainable for all users.
•Advocate for partnership funding that leverages local, national, and international 
interest in Nelson’s biking reputation.
•Promote cycling as transport and recreation by improving connections between 
trails, suburbs, and the city, giving locals more everyday use while adding to visitor 
appeal.
•Back youth and community programmes that get more people on bikes, building 
pride, resilience, and future champions from our region.
•Champion Nelson as a biking hub by supporting events, competitions, and 
marketing that highlight the region’s world-class status.

Lisa Austin Nelson City Council

I am a active mountain biker in Nelson and believe our tracks are 
some of the best in New Zealand. Mountain biking plays an 
important role within Nelsons tourism industry. Mountain biking is a 
wonderful sport it provides health benefits, recreational pursuits, 
and contribrutes to many local businesses. 

I believe access to land is paramount and reducing heath & safety 
liability for land owners  and their risks would see an improvement 
for land access. Yes 100% I would support continued funding.  All 
funding would be conditional on the planning to reduce current debt 
and improving core services.

I would support a Nelson Investment Roadshow across New Zealand. I believe 
there is many opportunities to increase our tourism industry by partnering 
alongside The Nelson Mountain Biking Club. I believe there is lot more we can do to 
attract visitors to our region showcasing  mountain biking as an attraction, this 
would require a share of the montary benefits.
I support the reopening of isite Nelson.
Please see my website www.lisaaustin4ncc.co.nz to read my business skills and 
my background in tourism.

Steph Phillips Nelson City Council
Mountain biking and activity focused visitors are a key for value 
added adventure tourism and economic development.  —and 
should be a major focus for the region’s growth.

Yes – I support maintaining existing funding and working closely 
with the mountain biking community to identify what’s needed to 
improve trails and facilities, helping our region both reach its 
potential as a world-class destination and suitability to the local 
community.

I support resolving long-term access agreements and coordinated planning with all 
parties to ensure reliable, consistent trail access, enabling investments to be made 
with a clear, long-term growth plan.
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Campbell Rollo Nelson City Council

Mountain biking has become a key part of Nelson–Tasman’s 
identity. The challenge now is to strengthen that foundation and 
back it, not only regionally but also on a national stage. By building 
on the successes of recent years, we have a real opportunity to 
showcase our region for the greater good. 

Yes, I am committed to maintaining and where possible increasing 
Council’s investment in mountain biking trails and facilities. 
Mountain biking has become a cornerstone of Nelson–Tasman’s 
identity, bringing social, health, and economic benefits to our 
community. It draws visitors from around the country and the world, 
supports local businesses, and provides locals of all ages with 
accessible recreation.

I believe Council should continue funding to ensure trails are safe, 
well-maintained, and sustainable for the long term. At the same time, 
I support advocating for greater regional and national backing so that 
we can establish Nelson–Tasman as a truly wo

Secure sustainable funding for trail maintenance and development, while 
advocating for regional and national backing.

Work with partners to encourage community events, and maintain an open-for-
business mindset when engaging with event leaders.

Promote tourism opportunities to position Nelson–Tasman as a world-class 
mountain biking destination.

Mike Ward Nelson City Council

I don’t drive and my recumbent is my primary means of transport.  
While my focus will always be on the enormous benefits of our 
vastly improved  cycling infrastructure on and off road, to the folk 
who live here, I am fully aware that the powers that be are more 
likely to be persuaded to support the further development by the 
tourism and economic advantages which as you point out are huge. 
But the idea of our city being one of the role models the rest of the 
world looks to, to find out what it takes to be living so thoughtfully, 
looking after one another so we’ll and having a brilliant time doing it 
is hugely enhanced by our reputation as a cycling Mecca and the 
sharing culture that is developing around that. 

I suspect that Councils importance is vastly wider than the funding 
but I suspect short term the priority for any increase in funding has to 
be on completing the Rocks Road cycling link and as a regular on 
foot user of the mountain bike trails any agreement at this stage of 
the game would just be seen as self interest and vote seeking. 

Advocacy is something we can all do and Council has considerable scope for 
leadership, but every event in the region has the opportunity to increase the appeal 
of their activity by pointing out the other attractions.  My interests include theatre,  
music and running and my creative business activities and simply by pointing out 
all of the other activities and attractions available in the region increases the 
likelihood  of folk deciding to visit and potentially increasing the duration of their 
stay and bring others with them. 
We are already share brilliantly but developing a a culture that recognises that the 
key to getting on ought not be  dependant on rules, but rather by recognising that 
we are all in this together and a little thoughtfulness and common courtesy is just 
the way we do things here. By the way  the Whenua Koata, uphill , Fireball, Jacks 
Track is my regular Sunday run and while there aren’t a lot of mountain bikers out 
early Sunday , the ones who are are a friendly bunch. 

David North Nelson City Council Massive boost to the local economy.  Part of what makes Nelson 
great.  I ride Codgers regularly. Yes.  We have the hills close by, and the ideal climate. Development of further trail.  Council support for events to bring visitors to Nelson, 

and enhance the experience for locals.

Sarah Kerby Nelson City Council

I'm a keen Mountainbiker and Nelson is internationally renowned 
for quality riding. MTB generates over $45million in regional GDP 
every year and supports numerous jobs - this is an exciting 
opportunity with heaps of room to grow. 

Yes 

Council has a key role to play in unlocking the economic potential of Nelson's 
mountain biking. I’ll work alongside fellow elected members, iwi, landowners, 
businesses, and the MTB club to build the partnerships needed, and ensure we’re 
backing that up with the right infrastructure, targeted promotion, and good ongoing 
management so the sport can keep growing.

Nigel Skeggs Nelson City Council

Mountain biking and cycling infrastructure play a huge role in 
Nelson’s present and future. They are not just recreational assets — 
they’re economic drivers, tourism drawcards, and part of what 
makes Nelson unique.

From an economic development perspective, cycling brings people 
into our city and supports local businesses, from bike shops and 
accommodation providers to cafés and transport operators. A well-
connected trail network is a magnet for visitors and helps position 
Nelson as a premier outdoor destination, creating year-round, high-
value tourism.

For our community identity, mountain biking is part of who we are. 
Nelsonians are proud of our outdoor lifestyle, and world-class 
tracks in the Codgers, Sharlands and Maitai etc networks are a 
source of pride and community connection. They also encourage 
healthy lifestyles for all ages, provide safe commuter options, and 
give young people a pathway into sport and recreation.

From an environmental stewardship standpoint, well-planned trails 
reduce pressure on sensitive areas by guiding use appropriately, 
while encouraging low-carbon transport and recreation.

As councillor, I would strongly support investment in cycling and 
mountain biking infrastructure as a smart way to grow Nelson’s 
economy, build our community wellbeing, and strengthen our 
identity as New Zealand’s outdoor capital.

Yes — I am committed to supporting council investment in mountain 
biking trails and facilities. They deliver a strong return on investment 
by driving tourism, boosting local businesses, and improving 
community wellbeing.

Nelson already has some of the best riding in New Zealand. With 
smart, well-planned investment, we can cement our reputation as a 
world-class destination, attracting international visitors and major 
events while also creating healthier, more connected communities at 
home.

I will support continued funding, and where we can demonstrate 
clear economic and social benefits, I will advocate for increased 
investment. My approach is always about value for rates — making 
sure every dollar spent creates long-term benefit for our city. 
Mountain biking ticks all three of my campaign priorities: economic 
growth, community development, and environmental stewardship.

To enhance mountain biking in Nelson, I would:

Champion long-term investment in trails and facilities through Council partnerships 
with clubs, central government, and private sponsors — making sure ratepayer 
dollars are well-leveraged.

Back better connectivity by supporting safe cycling links between the city, suburbs, 
and trail networks so biking is part of everyday transport as well as recreation.

Advocate for international recognition of Nelson as a mountain biking hub, 
attracting events, visitors, and investment that boost our economy and profile.

Support environmental stewardship by ensuring trail development and 
maintenance is sustainable, protects sensitive areas, and enhances our natural 
assets.

Listen and collaborate with the Mountain Biking Club and community to align 
Council support with on-the-ground needs.
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Peter Rainey Nelson City Council

There’s no question that mountain biking and cycling  boost Nelson’
s economy through tourism, strengthen our identity as an outdoor 
city, and give residents healthy, accessible recreation. They’re really 
vital assets that  make Nelson an attractive place to live, work, and 
visit.

Yes. I support maintaining and, where possible, increasing council 
investment in trails and facilities. Building on Nelson’s world-class 
reputation will grow tourism, create jobs, and ensure residents enjoy 
safe, high-quality recreational opportunities.

I’d advocate for strengthened  partnerships with community clubs and iwi, secure 
long-term funding, improve trail-to-city connections, and ensure that Nelson is  
promoted nationally and internationally as a premier mountain biking destination. 
This would ensure sustainability, more community pride, and continued economic 
benefits.

Susa Guhl Nelson City Council
I think a big one. Nelson its known for its Mountain biking and 
biking, I believe that  we miss a big opportunity if we don't capitalise 
on this.

Yes

Back private initiatives that promote Nelson as a Mountain bike destination.

Work in partnership with trail-building organizations, iwi, and landowners to expand 
and connect trail networks across Nelson and Tasman.

Encourage restoration planting and pest control alongside trail development, 
aligning recreation with conservation goals.

Advocate for clear signage, well-designed facilities (toilets, bike wash stations, 
water points)

Promote mountain biking as a healthy, inclusive activity that fosters community 
pride.

Mike Nicholls Nelson City Council
I belive mountain biking and other outdoor recreation activities and 
attractions play a significant part in our regions appeal, to residents, 
and tourists both domestic and international 

Because of the tough economic climate, (I'm hearing of people 
having to sell) at present I will be watching how every council dollar 
is spent. However I also believe there are individuals and groups who 
are passionate enough to spend their own money to make things 
happen. I will be pushing for councilors and staff to shift their 
mindset from delay and find obstacles to a 'how can we make it 
happen approach'

Encourage by not creating obstacles to ideas. Encourage staff to help make ideas 
a reality. 

Tilman Walk Nelson City Council I think its a relevant and for me a personally important part. I use 
the bicycle for commuting every day. 

Yes. Nelson stands out for it's mountain biking infrastructure that 
needs to be maintained. I wish the same could be said for the people 
who use a bicycle to move to school or work. 

We have a lot of festivals in our region. I imagine integration with cycling is a path 
to be explored. To add strength on strength. 
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Mel Courtney Nelson City Council

"Significant. Mountain biking and cycling infrastructure play a key 
role in our
Nelson Tasman region’s economic development, tourism appeal, 
and
community identity, enabling us to become a world class mountain 
biking
destination and recognised cycling friendly community.

Both mountain biking and cycling contribute to Nelson Tasman 
economy,
through adding to the region’s GDP, creating jobs, and fostering the
development of businesses.
The mountain biking direct spend is in the tens of millions, with the 
associated
financial impacts doubling this figure.

Our region’s trail network and IMBA Gold Ride Centre status has 
consequent
appreciable visitor appeal, both from domestic and international 
travellers.
The Great Taste Trail recently in the news (weather event and 
government
funding) and the Coppermine Trail are important drawcards. And 
mountain
biking events and competitions provide an opportunity for a 
significant
economic boost to our regional economy.
Cycling infrastructure is good for the region’s people - for health 
and well-
being, social cohesion, and creating a sense of place and 
community. There is
also the commensurate reduction in greenhouse gas emissions."

Yes, to maintaining and increasing the council’s investment in 
mountain biking trails and facilities. All the studies have shown that 
good quality infrastructure is the platform by which we can enhance 
and grow the region’s reputation as an outstanding mountain biking 
destination.  
Yes, to supporting continued funding and advocating for increases to 
help assist our regional journey to that of a world class premier 
mountain biking destination.
Growth is dependent on meaningful investment in trail development 
and promotion.

1. Requisite funding to match the economic potential of mountain biking in the 
region.   2. Enabling and facilitating the growth and development of the trail 
network. Looking at the gaps and assisting where we can.  3. Providing 
encouragement and seeing council as a key partner and player, co-ordinator and 
collaborator with the Mountain Biking Club, iwi, and land and forestry owners.

TASMAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Trindi Walker Tasman District Council

One of the many iconic draw cards to our district is our mountain 
bike infrastructure,  this resource has been part of  contributing 
financially to our economy as travels both nationally and 
internationally come and explore our beautiful area.

We live in challenging times where things are not quite as easy as 
they used to be , I am critically aware that living within council 
revenues is prudent , debt is too often borne by those unable to 
afford it.  Council would need to continue to collobrate with 
government and look at finding additional funding sources to 
establish and maintain mountain bike infrastructure. Advocacy to 
explore public, private partnerships.  

 Promoting events 

Dean McNamara Tasman District Council I think we are in a position to become a global destination for 
mountain biking with our natural beauty and rugged terrain.

I am not sure why an industry worth "tens of millions" needs council 
funding. Happy to work with the promotion of the biking opportunities. 

Kerryn Ferneyhough Tasman District Council

Mountain biking and cycling are an awesome part of our region's 
offerings, and both are loved by locals and tourists alike. I am very 
supportive of cycling especially as this can help reduce emissions 
in our region. The Great Taste Trail and Kaiteriteri Mountain Bike 
Park are assets that bring healthy and active living to the 
community. They also help encourage tourism which fuels our 
economy. 

I do believe that investing in biking trails and facilities is important. I 
care for the general wellbeing of our residents and also like the 
tourism economy they foster. The budget is tight, as we all know. I 
think it will be important to get community feedback on what 
projects to increase funding on. 

This is an area that I would love to hear from you on! What would YOU like to see 
changed or upgraded? Email me at kerryn.tasman@gmail.com. 

Julian Hall Tasman District Council
Mountain biking has become a popular outdoor pursuit. A region 
with dedicated mountain biking tracks, especially high-quality trail 
networks, can tap into this growing market.

Once I see a that core infrastructure maintenance, such as roading 
and wastewater are adequately funded, a robust debt reduction plan 
is in place, and that rate increases are kept close to the rate of 
inflation or within a capped level, then I will consider the merits of 
funding other activities. 

Work collaboratively with landowners to facilitate access and promote volunteer 
labour from mountain biking cubs for track maintenance. 
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Tim King Tasman District Council

Cycling across the board plays a major role in all three whether its 
the Great Taste Trail the many top class but also really accessible 
mountain bike tracks and parks or the growing network of urban 
cycleways they come together to support visitors and locals of all 
ages to get into the outdoors, traverse the region,  lower our 
emissions and improve our health.
Alongside these benefits there are many businesses that rely on the 
wider cycling infrastructure to support their operations.

I am committed to continuing Councils current investment in the 
wider cycling network noting that a lot of the investment has been 
done by other parties including the Government clubs businesses 
and individuals both with dollars  but also a huge amount of in kind 
support.

Aside from supporting councils continued funding I would advocate for continued 
investment from Central Government in both the GTT through MBIE and the wider 
cycleway network through NZTA and well as encouraging landowners and forestry 
companies to enable more access and development of mountain bike tracks in 
their forests on on their land.
Support NRDA to continue to promote the region as a fantastic cycling destination 
for visitors from around NZ and overseas.

Tim King Tasman District Council

Kit Maling Tasman District Council Biking and Mountain biking are very important sports and a mode of 
transportation in our district 

Budgets are very tight for next three years we have Development in 
richmond Hills and major repairs for the great taste trial that will be 
our focus.

AS above

Dave Woods Tasman District Council
The sport of mountain biking and its infrastructure are important as 
they service  recreational,  health and fitness and tourism pursuits 
within the Tasman community. 

Totally committed but with conditions.  This is really a list of general 
priorities for the new council.  That core infrastructure is being 
maintained,  that there is a plan to pay down the current debt and 
that rates remain affordable to tenants,  business owners and 
property owners including pensioners.  We have yet to see the 
financial impact of the recent flood events.  

I think access remains an issue.   Similar to other action sports like rock climbing 
or hunting.   I will advocate for continued access to areas for these pursuits    

Julian Eggers Tasman District Council

I will be committed in maintaining council investment mountain 
biking trails and facilities. This also includes continued funding to 
promote Nelson/Tasman a world class mountain biking destination. 
It as an flow on effect into getting more peolpe to our region, 
generates financial benefits for local businesses etc. If we maintain 
our wonderful assets, it will look after us. 

I would be open to hearing from grass roots and from the mountain bike 
community as well as hearing from the organizations that support and maintain 
these assets to create a support network between council and the mountain bike 
community. 

Timo Neubauer Tasman District Council
It’s a significant draw card for domestic and international tourists 
alike, as well as locals enjoying the outdoor opportunities that this 
infrastructure enables.

Assuming that comparatively small investments biking trails and 
facilities can have a significant impact on the attractiveness of our 
region to live and on the opportunities for doing business here, yes. 
However, I would assess real costs against benefits with a view of 
prioritising those investments that provide the best long term returns 
on investment for our communities. 

I will protect our countryside and grow stronger towns and villages to enhance the 
overall attractiveness of our region for people to live, do business and to visit. I will 
work with Hospitality New Zealand towards a centrally mandated Tourism Levy that 
would provide a better funding mechanism for direct investments in tourism-related 
infrastructure, including MTB trails and facilities.


