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Submission on: Proposed partial cancellation of Public Easements in the Hira
Forest

From: Nelson Mountain Bike Club (NMTBC)

About Nelson Mountain Bike Club

The Nelson Mountain Bike Club (NMTBC) is a volunteer-driven, non-profit organisation that
works to improve mountain biking in the Nelson region. Created in 1989 NMTBC has grown to
now have an annual membership of over 3000 individuals, of all ages and abilities. The club is
active in all disciplines of mountain biking.

Submission
The Nelson Mountain Bike Club does not support the proposed partial cancellation of the public
access easements (PAE) in the Hira Forest for the reasons outlined below:

e The club understands that the reason Ngati Koata Ltd is requesting the proposed partial
cancellation is due to safety reasons relating to forestry operations in the Hira Forest. The
conditions of the existing PAE already allow Ngati Koata to close the PAE for safety
reasons.

e The club is concerned it may set a precedent for other landowners to easily close/restrict
Public Access Easements on their land.

e Area A includes two mountain bike trails (Maitai Climb and Maitai).

e Area B (Central Road) is frequently used by our members. The club surveyed its
members to better understand the impact the proposed closures would have. From the
responses we found a quarter of the people who responded use Central road (Area B) for
gravel loops (see Map 1).

e Area B (Central Road) is used by our members to access trails on the Upper Maitai Face
(Keyboard Warrior & Maitai Face trail). These trails are accessed via Central Road onto
Goat Hill Road (see Map 2). If the Central Road Easement was cancelled, riders would
have to access these trails via the Maitai Face Climbing Trail onto Maitai Face Road. The
final section of this road is very steep and unrideable for many.



Considerations
e The Nelson City Council have recently entered into a recreation land access agreement
with Ngati Koata Ltd. This land access agreement allows recreational access to the
majority of mountain bike trails built and maintained by NMTBC in the Hira Forest.

e Our preferred approach is that the public access easements remain in place. The
Nelson Mountain Bike Club acknowledges Ngati Koata and values the strong
relationship we've built over the years. If the PAE’s remain in place the club would
work collaboratively with Ngati Koata, Tasman Pine Forests LTD and Nelson City
Council with communications regarding opening/closures related to PAEs to ensure
safety concerns are managed.

e We see two possible solutions to accessing the two Upper Maitai Face Trails (Keyboard
Warrior and Maitai Face)
o Keep the public access easement on Central Road as far as Goat Hill Rd to
access these trails.
o Extend the current Maitai Face Climbing Trail above Maitai Face Road to allow
access to the Upper Maitai Face Trails.

Nga mihi nui
Matt Ball, Chair, Nelson Mountain Bike Club
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Map 1: Central road (Area B) is used by riders completing gravel loops
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Map 2: Riders use Central Road as far as Goat Hill Road to access the Upper Maitai Face Trails
(yellow line). The alternative option (pink line) is to use the Maitai climbing trail as far as Maitai
Face Road. The final section of this road is very steep and unrideable for most.



