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Long Term Land Access Secured

The Nelson mountain biking community is celebrating today after a ten-year recreational
agreement has been signed between Nelson City Council and Ngati Koata Ltd.

Matt Ball, Chair, Nelson Mountain Bike Club said he was ecstatic to hear this announcement.

“Securing long term recreational access to Ngati Koata whenua has been part of the club’s
strategic plan and is the result of years of hard work by many people,” Matt said.

“We would like to thank everyone who submitted into the Nelson City Council long term
plan process. We would like to thank the NCC leadership team and Councillors for listening
to the community, our voices have been heard! We acknowledge Ngati Koata for their
rangatiratanga (leadership) and manaakitanga (community), their whenua makes up 80% of
our city’s mountain biking trails and is highly valued by the Nelson community.

“We look forward to working with both the council and Ngati Koata to realise our shared
vision to make Whakatl (Nelson) a world class mountain biking destination,” said Matt.

“Secure long term recreational access to Ngati Koata whenua gives all parties, including
council, iwi and the Nelson Mountain Bike Club more certainty. It significantly improves the
club’s ability to secure external funding and maintain the trails. The club can grow and
develop, with a vision to expand our trails, expand our events calendar, increase
participation, and in collaboration with Nelson Regional Development Agency (NRDA)
promote the region to increase visitors to enable economic growth,” said Matt.

The club acknowledges the positive relationships it has with its landowners, including Nelson
City Council, Ngati Koata and businesses. Together we have turned Nelson into an
exceptional place to mountain bike.

About Nelson Mountain Bike Club

The Nelson Mountain Bike Club (NMTBC) is a volunteer-driven, non-profit organisation that
works to promote mountain biking in the Nelson region. Created in 1989, we represent over
3000 members, making us the largest sporting club in the country. Our club members have
been working tirelessly for the last 35 years to establish Nelson as a world-class riding
destination. Mountain biking in Nelson Tasman is more than a sport; it’s ingrained in the
region’s identity.

Additional facts:



The Nelson region is one of six gold standard riding regions in the world as
recognised by the International Mountain Biking Association.

Club surveys and the economic impact studies have shown that our trails are
hugely important and highly valued in Nelson Tasman for visitors and the local
community.

Mountain biking in Nelson was recently estimated to have potential value of
S$49m direct spend for our local economy on the basis of full access — and
that’s not counting the wider economic benefits such as the many skilled
workers who choose to live here because of the quality of the trails!

The 2023 economic impact study showed that Mountain biking contributes
566 jobs to our region.

The Sport New Zealand’s Active Recreational Survey shows that participation
in mountain biking amongst the Nelson population is 20.5 percent, while in
Tasman it is 20.8 percent. These rates are almost three times higher than the
national average of 7.7 percent

Data from riding apps (such as Strava) show riders movements and the most
frequently used trails are on Ngati Koata whenua.

Mountain biking is part of the social fabric of Nelson, it builds community and
is part of our identity.

Mountain biking is important for our health and wellbeing and helps us be
more connected as a community. Numerous studies have shown that
mountain biking can support mental health by promoting mindfulness, to be
present in the moment and through connection with the local environment.
The Nelson Mountain Bike Club hosted 34 distinct events over the past year,
67% of which were using Ngati Koata whenua.

The land around Groom Creek Road and the Arboretum is the most
favourable for beginner grade trails due to the topography. Building Trails of
this nature is in alignment with the out and about strategy.

The trails in question are all rideable from the CBD which makes them the
draw card for bringing people into the CBD.



